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than in a close humid building. The cold water or ice treatment may be continued until signs of improvement appear.
Hogs will stay out of the sun on a hot day if a shady place is available. In open pasture without trees artificial shade should be provided. On an especially warm day the owner should visit the herd at intervals and. if the animals appear to be suffering from the heat, should haul out a tank of water and give them a sprinkling.
MINERAL FEEDING
Mineral feeding may fall into disrepute unless owners of swine understand its limitations. Practically all agricultural colleges and experiment stations have recommended mineral feeding and, as a result, the sale of these products has been pushed to extremes. The well-informed farmer should be acquainted with the facts and when in doubt as to the advisability of feeding this or that mineral for the prevention of disease should consult a qualified veterinarian or his own state agricultural college.
Minerals are not intended to be used as a medicine for the treatment of any disease. They are employed to make up for a deficiency of certain minerals, such as calcium, phosphorus, and sometimes iron. Crops grown on some soils are lacking in the normal amount of these minerals and, when this condition exists, hogs and other live-stock may suffer. The water supply also is frequently short in some mineral constituents or it may contain too much of other elements, such as magnesium sulfate. This shortage of minerals in the crops and water, together with present-day methods of heavy feeding, contribute to the prevalence of a disease such as rickets or depraved appetite. Mineral deficiency does not cause sows to abort, but a diet low in minerals may cause some animals to become irregular breeders. Minerals should be used as a feed supplement and for no other purpose.
Since mineral feeding became popular, innumerable absurd